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Abstract: “Macaenses”( in Portuguese) are the Portuguese descendants born in Macau, where Portugal had colonial
rule since the mid-16th century until 1999. In Macau, where Cantonese-speaking Han Chinese account for 90% of
the population, “Macaenses”, who are Portuguese-speaking and united under cultural and spiritual ties with Portugal,
have kept their community as an ethnic minority. However, after the transfer of sovereignty of Macau to China in
1999, with the rapid Sinicization of Macau, the ethnicity of “Macaenses” has changed drastically, and their
community is in danger of survival. In this article, I first analyze the current situation of the community of
“Macaenses” . Second, I will report on the succession of Portuguese Creole language in Macau (called Patua or
Maquista), which had been spoken within the community and now is considered as an endangered language. Third,
I will report the results of my research since 2006, before and after the period of this KAKEN, and will explore
future research prospects.
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